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New York Openings This Week 


Springtime for Henry-Golden, 3/14/51. Herold Bromley, George Brandt, and Ri- 
chard Doscher present Edward Everett Horton in revival of Benn W. Levy's farce. 

Haila Stoddard, Hugh Wakefield and Ursula Howells are featured. lire Bromley direct- 
ed.eeThe Green Postures-Broaivay, 3/15/51. ‘Jigreen Company in association with Har- 
ry Fromkes present Morc Corrs.ly's comedye William Marshell, Frank \jilson, Ossie Da- 
vis and the Hall Johnson choir will be featured in the revi ale It will be staged 
by Marc Connelly. 


Digests of Current Reviews - more on bock pege 


The Moon Is Blue-Miller, 3/8/51. Unanimous rave notices from 011 daily critics 
greeted F. Hugh Herbert's new lightweight comedy. Four character conversation piece 
was welcomed for its well drawn and acted portrayals as well as its almost steady 
stream of hilarious dialogue. First comic attempts of Borbara Bel Geddes and Donald 
Cook were complimented, as was Barry Nelson. Ralph Dunn played a minor walk-on roie 
Otto Preminger's direction was termed delightfully perfect by all, including Watts, 
Post who forgave him for staging the Four Twelves Are 48 horror, They also ogreed 
thet the thin plot was saved by superb production. Many called it the best siry 
type comedy since The Voice of the Turtle. 


The Autumn Garden-Coronet, 3/1/51. Strange split decision verdict filed by 
daily critics on Lillian Hellman's new play produced by Kermit Bloomgarden. Almost 
all of the critics praised acting and direction, though half filed "con" reviews for 
diverse series of reasonse Frederic March, Florence “ldridge, Ethel Griffies, Kent 
Smith, Carol Goodner and Jane Wyett shared adjectives. Field, Newark News, sole re- 
viewer to pan staging by his colleague Harold Clurman, New Republice Several praised 
it as Hel lman's best script, while Hawkins, \Jorld Telegram & Sun, was so absorbed 
that he wants to see it again. Atkinson, Times, felt play failed because Hellman let 
the boneless, stupid characters run away with script. Others thought the script was 
dull and disjointed. Watts, Post, panned it because it lacked usual Hellman drametic 
powere Sets by Howard Bay were complimented by all. 


Mary Rose-ANTA Playhouse, 3/4/51. Helen Hayes’ production of Jomes hie Barrie's 
whimsical ghost story was epplauded by 211 but three of the daily reviewers. Guern- 
sey, Herald Tribune, McClain, Journal Americen and Sheaffer, Pagle, feared that the 
story has aged since New Yorkers last saw it in 1920, majority praised ANTA and Miss 
Hayes for reviving a Barrie favorite. Direction by John Stix, sets by Aline Bern- 
stein, 9s well os the entire cast headed by Leo G. Carroll, Poetricia Collinge and 
Miss Hayes protege Bethel Lewis received praise for a job well donee Chapman, News, 
tabbed it the most enchanting production of the season, Atkinson, Times, noted that 
while it doesn't satisfy the mind it remains.fragile, pure~hearted and merciful. 
Watts, Post, recalled thet as an undergraduate critic on the Columbia Spectator in 
1920 he panned the Barrie play, but this time he found it much more enchantinge 


Editorisl Pros & Cons 


Newspaper drama desks haven't done as much to encourage attendance at Billy Budd 
extension as have their colleagues on TV and radio interview shows...Phony charity 
collections continue along Broadway and outside theatres in spite of campaigns by ci- 
vic groups and columnistse.e.eWhat happened to NBC-TV idea to broadcast interviews and 
criticism from opening nights? 
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Shows are rrted as to how tho critics liked them, not if they think they will 
be hits. "“So-So"” means the critic dic not stitute cirectly if he recommended the 
shovs for on Or stimuleting evenings 


l. NY Times lle Women's Weer Daily 21. Freeman 
2e NY Hsvald Tribune Wali “rset 22. Commonweal 
NY News 136 Joarr2i, of Comnarce 23. Cue 

NY Mirror 14.. George Newhan 24. ChreScieiionitor 
NY Coupass 15¢ Ward ifrencuse 256 Review. iit, 
6. NY Post 16. Morniag Telegraph 26. Newsweek 
7. NY Journal American 17, Variety Tinie 
8. World Telegram & Sun 18, Bil'hourd 28. Nation 
9. Brocklyn Fagle 19- Theatre Arts aren 29. Nev Republic 


10. Newark News 20. New Leader 30. New Yorker 


ANGFL_IN THE PAVNSHOP-Booth, 1/18/51. Prot 3- 8-10-11-12-13~18- 

Cont 1- =2 3-26-27- 29. 
AFFAIRS OF STATS-Music Box, 9/25/50. Frot 

Cons 6-9-10-11-12-14-15- 26-29. 
BFLT.. = 90%_AND_CANDLE-Borrymore, 11/14/50. "Prot 22 votes, 

Cons -15- 17-19-20+22-. 
CALL ME MADAM-Imperial, 10/12/59. Pros 23 votes. Coin: 18-19- =28=29. So-S0t 


THE COVKTATL FARTY-Miller, 1/2/50. Pros 21 votes, Cont 1-8-12-20-22-25-29+ So-bot 14 
THE _G7RY Lyeeumy ‘11/10/50. Pro? 22 votes. Cont 4-8-14~-27-28- 


DAR NESE NOCI-Booth, 1/13/51» Bros 15. votese Cont 1-14+17-22-24-26-29. 
80-- So--504 5-12-13- 
GFNTI-EMEN PREFER ER BLONDES-Ziegfeld, 12/8/50. Pro: 21 votes. Con: 6-28. 
14-18-22-23+27. 
GUYS _AND DOLLS-46th St.Theatre, 11/24/50. Prot 28 votes. Cor: 26. Nore: 16, 


THE HAPPY 1/24/50. Prot 20.votese Gon: ~6- 15-19-26-27- “28-30, 

THE HICH CRCUND-48th St. Theatre, 2/20/51. Pros. 4-6- -7-10. Cons 1-223-5-8-9- 

KISS_ ME ME_KATE-Shubert, 12/31/48. Prot 27 votes. Cont 21-28, 

THE THE LADY'S N NOT_FOR BURNING-Royale, 12/8/50, P prot 2:8. otes. Cont 3411-29. 17-30. 


THE MEMBER OF THE WEDDING y-Empire, 1/5/56 Pro¢ 24 votes, Cons 14. 2421-305 


OUT _OF THIS WORLD-Centurys 12/21/506 Prot 4-5+7-6=8-10- -11-13-23-29-20. so-Sot 20 
Cont 27 "240 


SFASON IN THE SUN-Cort, 9/28/50. Pros 19 votes. Cont 9-11-20-24-28. so-.ot 10, 


SFCOND THRESHOLD-Morosco, 1/2/51. Prot 1-2-3-5-6-7- 
Cont 
SOUTH PACIFIC-Majestic, 4/8/49. Prot 
Gont 27. So-Sot 236 None? 5-9-10-12-14-20-21-28=2 94"... 
THE ROSE TATTOO-Martin Beck, 2/3/51. Pro: 15 votese Gon: 4-6- 14-24-27 So-So% 8. 


TWENTIETH CENTURY -Fulton, 12/24/50. Pros 19 ‘Cont’ 8. 


A Key to NYC Criticism At AGlance* 


"BILLBOARD" SUGGESTS ..eTrade publication which urged royalty free little theatre pro- 
ductions of Darkness At Noon praises Playwrights" Company for originating such a 
programe Now it wishes that second part of recent editorial will be adapted. 
Namely, radio, television and record versions of the Kingsley play to spread the 
message to the widest audience. 


COLUMN TIPS.eeHerald Tribune staffers believe the drama critic's spot will go to an 
Ivy College man, whispers Winchell...eJohn Ke Hutchens, Herald Tribune book re- 
viewer, is a top can idate for the job, reports Kilgallen. But Lyons recovnis 
that Hutchens said "ZI would rather review lousy books for a living, than review 
lousy ploys." 


ACTOR SHORTAGE.«+Casting of big Broadway shows on the West Coast perturbs hiorehouse, 
WT&Se He is positive Equity executive secretary Louis Simon has the answer for 
producers who don't think there are enough good actors in New Yorke 


NEW SUMMER PLAYS..»Shortage of new plays and musicals this season will force summer 
theatre producers to present more new plays, forecasts Coleman, Mirror. This is 
move in right direction, because Summer theatres were originally organized as 
experimental groups. 


| CRITICS' MAIL.s«Burr, Playbill, thenks readers who wrote to agree with his theory on 

“phony” realism plays...ePollock, Compass, argued with Sheridan Square reeder who 
found only contempt in The Rose Tattoo..eeSheaffer, Eagle, backs up fan who asks 
what heppened to the 25 cents rush seats, which were the unreserved last few rows 
in the balconyo.eeChapman, News, still receiving abuse from French Canadian read- 
ers for his panning of Ti-Coqe. 


DEF INITIONS..é"Criticism today has become the third largest industry in Show Business 
because it takes the least capital to go into business,” complains Captain Billy 
Bryant in Voriety article on death of the "Showboat". 


NO. 1 PLAYWRIGHT.+eImpossible task of living up to fine sepdtehtiee is unfair to the 
growing ortist who has a right toa number of failures,.but can't grow up with- 
out them, reflects Lerner, Post, after viewing The Rose Tattooe liost of the re- 
viewers overrated Williams’ pley, while grimly setting standards for the present 

No. 1 boy to fulfill. 


WERE KINGeesChapman, News, has very definite ideas of what he would do if he 
were a producer. His shows would have demes, and his leading actors would have 
to sign to play two seasons in NY and one on the road before going back to 

Hollywood. 


TV PROGRAM IDEAS..."Artist Meets the Critic" TV show suggested by Bundy, Billboard. 
Actors would have chance to answer back theatre, radio and TV critics...Bundy 
also suggests a “Broadway Backstage" program which would concentrate on behind 
the scenes characters and bypass the stars. Press agents would gladly cooperate 
with such a plane m 


* Theatre News: Round Up ° 


Bennett Cerf to emcee Random House TV show..eGerald Frye, Manchester Guardian, 
visited in New York for a weekes»Show of Month preview audiences asked likes and dis- 
likes on playso..eJ0se Ferrer replaces lioss Hart as director for “ANTa Album"...Cole 
Porter starts WJZ disc jockey show at 3:00 Pi liarch 19..,Jose Ferrer's dise jockey 
show will be heard Sundays at 10:00 Pil WNEW...Robert Alda may do two dramatic series 
for ABC.,eKurt Weill memorisl concert will be repeated for third time at YNHA March 
31..eHarold Cohen, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, emcee on WDTV “Dusquesne Show Time". 


Green Room Depertment ' 

| 


Interview Hi-Lights 


ALBERT He ROSEN..»The High Ground producer is an optimist, comments Colemen, 
Mirror. Former Loew's State manager believes an ethical producer who combines an 
artistic floir and good business sense can make money in the theatre, Rosen became 
interested in Chorlotte Hastings melodrama after reading rave reviews in the Eng?+..-1 
press, 


HELEN HAYES...Star is convinced that TV will aid the theatre in two very impor- 
tant ways, she detailed to O'3rien, Journol-American. Because of the sustained pe: 
formance necessary, it will develop more new talent than either motion pictures or 
radio. TV will help the stage create more interest in parts of country which before 
had to satisfy its literary longings for good theatre in books and syndicated drama 
columns. 


4 — of Current Reviews ' 


The High Ground-48th St.Theatre, 2/10/51. Charlotte Hastings’ mystery won split 
decision from weekly appraisers. Cue, Nation, New Yorker, Newsweek and Billboard 
critics enjoyed the slow moving British whodunit. Fine cast headed by Leueen Mac- 
Grath, Margaret Webster, Tom Helmore and Logan Ramsey plus superb direction by Herman 
Shumlin, was credited with making the script eppear more interesting than it really 
ise Dissenters thought..script had too much irrelevant material, took too aone to get 
started, ond didn't stick to subject of murder long enough. 


The Rose Tattoo-Martin Beck, 2/3/51.- Kidd three more "cons" for Tennessee Wil- 
liems' new ploy. Brown, SRL, Beaufort, CCM, and George Jean Nathan were all disap- 
pointed in the playwright's latest, though each praised cast headed by Maureen 
Stepleton end Fli Wallache Brown found himself under the hypnotic spell of the au- 
thor's word magic, but awoke to realize that the author was unworthy of the skill 
squendered on the. scripte Beaufort is positive that Williams cannot see the real 
Spirit in his fellow mane Néthan continues to be disappointed in his disappointment 
of the author. This condition will continue, he fears, until the critic goes into 
his second childhood or the playwright grows out of his first. 


Not For Children-Coronet, 2/13/51-2/17/51. .Playwrights' Company production of 
Elmer Rice play first written in 1934 didn't receive any encouragement from remainder 
of weekly critics. George Jean Nathan and Kerr, Commonweal, both.wondered why Rice 
bothered presenting his play within e pley the same year that A Story of a Sunday 
Evening floppeds Francis, Billboard, is convinced that no one in cast knew what 
script wes about. But Kerr is sure that the ode to bed speech will easily win the 
1951 Gaucherie Sweepstakes. | | 


The King of Friday's Lien-Playhouse, 2/21/51-2/23/41- Short-lived Broadway pro- 
duction of Michael J. Molloy'’s Irish folk pley received only one favorable review 
from weekly critics. Hobe, Variety, found it appealing end fairly entertaining. 
This was especially so considering the rough pre-production road it followed. Remain- 
der of weekly reviewers could find little to praise but acting talents of Valter 
Macken and Maggie licNamerea, But Gibbs, New Yorker, couldn't even praise the former. 
He feared Macken sounded like: cepy of Pat: ond-liiks vaudeville sketch. Marshall, Ne- 
tion, noted that play which ran six months:at Dublin's Abbey Theatre in a fine example 
of the type of acceptable in where Catholic is absolutes 


Billy Budd won. two week reprieve due to increased business and general salary 
Shumlin took paid. ad to boost show..eNY Drema Critics Circle Award 
to be presented April 8th on CBS-TV during Toast of Town telecast .o.\uhitney Boulton, 
Morning Telegraph, heard three evenings a week 11845 Al on WFDR-Fli in “liostly About 
Menhettan"..ePaul Dennis named associate editor of "Why?". 
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